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Title 5 Updates 
Change to the Inspection Form 

• Changes to Title 5 done in January 2014 
• On Page 1, Paragraph under Inspector’s Signature 
• This sentence previously read: “If the system is a shared system or has a design flow…” 
 -the “shared system” piece was removed because the DEP no longer  
  approves these systems 



Title 5 Updates 
Assisted Living Design Flow: 
Section 60 of Chapter 259 of the Acts of 2014: 
 - required MassDEP to evaluate  flows for assisted living facilities  
 - to promulgate a design flow specific to such facilities by September 30, 2016.   

MassDEP reviewed actual flow data from assisted living facilities and nursing homes 
 - Data revealed the actual flows for both types of facilities are very similar 
  Average water usage for assisted living = 77.5 gpd/bed 
  Average water usage for nursing homes = 81  gpd/bed 
 -Title 5 uses 200% of actual flow for design to address peak flow 
 
Promulgated September 9, 2016, under 15.203(4) Institutional 
 -Added Assisted Living Flow of 150 gpd/bed 
 -Kept Nursing Home Design Flow 150 gpd/bed 



Wastewater: Regulatory Review 
• Stakeholders request to review: 

• Title 5 regulations (310 CMR 15.000) and  
• Groundwater Discharge Permitting regulations  
     (314 CMR 5.00) 

 
• Interested Stakeholder Groups: 

• Home Builders 
• Commercial Developers 
• Seasonal Campgrounds 

 
• MassDEP to convene external stakeholder group in early 

2017 



Wastewater: Regulatory Review 
• Title 5 (310 CMR 15.000) revisions for consideration: 

• Design flows for residential facilities 
• Effect of low flow fixtures on water use 

• Use of holding tanks for peak flows 
• Reductions in groundwater separation requirements for 

new construction using alternative technologies 
• Uniform statewide Title 5 Code 
 

• Title 5 (310 CMR 15.000)  and Groundwater Discharge  
    (314 CMR 5.00) revisions for consideration: 

• Flow threshold for groundwater discharge permit 
• New category of large systems (7,500-30,000) 
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Contact Information 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/service/ompga/ 

http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/ 



Marybeth Chubb 
 
MassDEP – Boston Office 
 

(617) 556-1029 
 

Marybeth.chubb@state.ma.us 

Contact Information 


